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The Barn Owl Band generally plays

for about 80 people at its barn
dances. Tonight in Ames, the
band will have an audience of s,

millions when it appears on “\: y

‘A Prairie Home Companion’
radio show with Garrison Keillor.

By JEFF INMAN

mes, Ia. — Jason Huntley and Roger Alex-
ander can alre feel the butterflies building.

Bn\dwﬂlaenpthdrgnr[mghlmhcd-
legiate United Methodist Ch
Aroumdspmwso.ﬂmnﬁqmd‘\imndgr
with the five other Owls, will start
an informal barn dance for the folks
floor and have a good

e, simple fun.
orrying them. It's what will

| Band

havnhlppmud;ﬂnrlnmn when The Barn Ow|
will perform at lowa State Uni-

versity's CY. Stephens Audito- | Details
“A Prai
panion,” Garrison Keillor's

WHAT: “A Prairie Home

nationally - syndieated  racio

ME]meh:nlhemnnin
nmllup wﬁmmmr:vnam
Ow] Band will suddenly have an
audience of 3 million — a few

more than the 80 or so barn
hmwwhldllhebmiu

Companion,” featuring The
Barn Owl Band and other
performers,

WHEN: Tonight's
performance in Ames is sold
out, but the show wil be
broadcast live from 5 to 7
p.m. on WOI-AM 640 and FM
0.1 and on KTPR-FM 91.1.

"What have we gotten es into? " Alexander said.

and know that

10g¢ practice
we're doing what we've always done and love and that
we do it well, I think we all realize it will just be a good
time."

'I'mnu’vms, Huntley said, “probably rightfully so.
The Barn Bnndhﬂnlhadmmnmwpmief
its “Prairie Home" experience. After months of won-
dering, the group, all of whom are from central lowa,
found out just two weeks ago it would be on the show,
“All of the members of the band thought this would be
long shot,” Huntley said. “There are a lot of great
pﬁmmlhm .. We never thought we'd

music
50to 70

Mm don't. “Prairie Home" producer and
Linda Fi i

submissions a week. That's more than 3,500 acts trying
to score one of roughly 52 slots.
'Wérellwnysloolmufurnewnndymngmm
Fahey said via an e-mail interview. “Generally, the
w:pr!smllsvuymuchmedmu'lmnomlmfolk

Sae SHOW, Page 2E

AR MARTURELLD | THE REGSTER

—

ER=ncooo

st

=

S

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.




News

by Hlancestry

https://www.news papers.com/image/131472692

The Des Moines Register (Des Moines, Iowa) -

Sat, Feb 23, 2002 -

Page 38

Downloaded on Jun 18, 2021

AT AARR T s

=

s B

Barn Owls just having a good time

SHOW, lrom Page 1E

It wasn't until 1974, though, that
“Prairie Home" took on its now-
familiar format.

Keillor had become interested in
variet stmu!‘terwrﬂ:r(utm'y
for New Yorker about The
Grand Ole

broadcast of
i ed “Prairie Home" from the
Janet Wallace Auditorium on the
Macalester College campus in St.
Paul hit the airwaves.

Nearly three decades later
“Prairie Home" is an institution. Its

weekly broadcasts are heard on
511 public radio stations nation-
wide, as well as abroad on Ameri-
can One and the Armed Forces
Network.

That kind of exposure can have
a serious impact on an act’s career.

While Fahey doubts “Prairie
Home" has launched anyone’s
career, she said it had helped many
performers widen their fan bases.

One of those artists is Greg
Brown. The lowa native gol a
serious boost from “Prairie Home”
after he first appeared on the show
in 1981. Several other singers had
performed some of | Bmwnasungs
on “Prairie Home,” so
thought it was time to give the

Just a hobby: The seven-piece Barn Owl Band plans to
Jon Duvick, Bettie Swarts, Merle Hall, Roger Alexander,

songwriter a shot. Two years later
Brown had become a regular, ap-
pearing weekly for three years,

“Ididn't know what | was getting
into,” Brown said. “But for me to be
able to go out and tour, it made all
the difference in the world. (The
show) made it so0 easy for me to go
into a town | had never played in
before and get people to come just
because they'd heard me on the
radio.”

Brown left “Prairie Home™ in
1986, but he makes an annual ap-
pearance that still helps his career.

“You just send it out there and
see what happens. But it definitely
can't hurt you,” Brown said.

Dave Moore, another performer
at tonight's show, agrees.

The lowa folk singer made his
first appearance on “Prairie Home"

around '83 or ‘84 as a sideman for
Brown. “At that point | was mare of
justa man,” Moore said.

A couple years later Moore re-
turned to “A Prairie Home Com-
panion,” this time with his own trio,
and made somewhat regular ap-
pearances on the show until the
early "9s.

Though Moore is unsure of the
show’s affect on album sales or
audience draw, he does know that
“Prairie Home" has had a positive
impact on roots music in America.

“There's a public awareness of
the music (because of the show)
that really helps,” he said.

Huntley and Alexander aren't
holding out hope that The Barn
OwlBandsuf;mmmeon “Prairie
Home" will lead to a big record
contract or even a serious regional

SPECIAL TO THE REGISTER
continue to play barn dances. From left are
Mike Bell, Marty Miller and Jason Huntley.

following.
“No one is expecting to get the
big call to go to Nashville,” Huntley

said, joking.
In fact, once it's all over, the
seven-piece of scientists,

pmfe.snrsundllumlw agraduate
student in veterinary
will be happy to go back to things
as usual, The Owls will continue to
play the barn dances, including the
one tonight, just like they have for
11 years.

“What we do is just a hobby and
a release,” Huntley said. *We do
this just to have a good time. Here
we are playing for a national radio
show in front of our hometown
crowd, and we're just going to
have fun with it.”

Jeft Inman Is a free-lance writer from Des
Maines.
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