News
by Hlancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/103748087

The Cincinnati Enquirer (Cincinnati, Ohio) -

Thu, Sep 5, 2002 -

Page 45

Downloaded on Jun 21, 2021

Keillor
at home
with song

‘Prairie Home Companion’
host satisfies soul with Pops

By Larry Nager gorgeous m:ﬂ.rewesup-
The Cincinnati Enquirer osed to hire someone to
sing for us? Heck, no.
Broadcasting out of Min-  Q: Who are your fa-
neapolis-St. Paul, Garrison  vorite
Keillor changed the face of A: Jorma Kaukonen has
radio in the '80s, whenA  afabulous CD out of old-
Prairie Home Companion,  time country blues (Blue
the program he started in CouhyHurlJ Ind it's my
1974 about the bucolic town favorite thing right now.
of Lake Wobegon, went na-  Gillian Welch and David
tional. In just a few years of Rawlings. Iris DeMent.
spinning tales and hosting ~ Robin and Linda Williams
his eclectic live have an album,
show, he went from Visions of Love,
regional favorite to that is simply
Time cover boy. great singing. (I
He left the show produced it, by
in 1987 but ctcnluldn'l g::n wlwh’]vﬁnd
stay away and re- ase
sumed his host du- cret shameful love
ties in 1989. of opera and of sitting in
Mr. Keillor, who turned  the dark in the mezzanine,
60 on Aug. 7, has recently I plan to sing Bizet's “Ha-
baenapandmgh.memm banera” with the Pops, by
from books, magazine arti-  the way. I'm just warning
cles and the airwaves. Fri- you in advance. [ do the ca-
day through Sunday, he'll  denza and evenrﬂung It's
sing with the Cincinnati not for the timid.
Pops at Music Hall. He re- Q: You are bringing a
cently took a few minutes  bunch of your Prairie
to answer some questions.  Home cronies along with
Question: Who told you, including Robin
you you could sing? How and Williams and
did radio’s p mo-  the wonderful Mollie
nologist make the jump  O'Brien. How will your
to crooner? concert with the Cincin-
Answer: | started out nati differ from a
singing the theme song, Prairie Home Companion
which it seems to me a host broadcast, other than
is supposed to do. The that really big house
show isonly aparty,and  band behind you?
the refusal to sing ataparty  A: The Pops is a classy
iubadsignyuumulrlnx and so we can’
yourself too seriously. get away with doing the
From there, Iwentonto  usual cheesy material,
singing harmony backupto  We're going to do Mendels-
people. sohn's “Midsummer
I don’t reckon that [ have Night's Dream” for one
a big future doing Gersh-  thing, Gorgeous music, and
win and Porter, But singing  during it, I'll talk about

is what Americans do. Our
country produced all this

marriage. [ used to write an
advice column, you know,

“Singing Is what Americans do,"” Garrison Keillor says.

under the name “Mr. Blue,"

and am an authority on
love, And then the orches-
tra and Quartet will come
together in a piece Bill

MeGlaughlin wrote for me,

The Aunt Eva Suite, which
is about my forebears and
lets the orchestra play
“When I Survey The Won-
drous Cross," a glorious
hymn. And then there's
other stuff. The News from
Lake Wobegon and some
gospel music and whatever
we're moved to do,

Q: After all these
years delivering the
news from Lake Wobe-
gon, how do you keep
yourself ?

engaged?

A: Standing alone with-
out a seript in front of an
audience for 20 minutes
has a way of engaging a
guy's attention, and stage
fright keeps the experience
very fresh in one's mind. [
have never walked out on-
stage without that "Oh-my-
God-what-am-}-going-to-

If you go

Whao: Gamison Keillor and the
Cincinnati Pops

When: 8 p.m, Friday and Sat-
urday; 7 p.m. Sunday
Where: Music Hall

Tickets: §17-$47; 381-3300
Book signing: 1 p.m. Satur-
day at Joseph-Beth Booksell-
ers, Norwood

do?" feeling, and terroris a
great stimulant, believe me.
And then there is unremit-
ting self-criticism, which
was instilled in me by my
fundamentalist forebears.
...You walk onstage in ter-
ror and you walk off in ab-
ject shame. It's quite an ex-

to take you?

A: [ have no goals in mu-
sic. Music is not my career;
writing is. Music is spiritu-
al; it feeds the life of the

Photo courtesy Cincinnati Pops Orchestra

soul; it gives us hope and
courage; it's our humanity.
My forebears gave me a
few songs that are precious
to me and I've added to
them and I'll do my best to
give them to my daughter:
“0 Beautiful for Spacious
Skies” and “Silent Night”
and “Jesus, Lover of My
Soul” and *T Ride An O1d
Paint” and “Frankie and
Johnny” and “Nearer My
God to Thee" and maybe
“Great Balls of Fire" and
“Nobody Knows You When
You're Down and Out.”

A: Working on a novel,
called The Meaning af Lai?
and making some revisions
in an opera that premiered
last spring, Mr. and Mrs.
Olson, and planning the
new season of A Prairie
Home Companion, which
launches on Oct. 5.

E-mail Inager@enquirer
com
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