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THAI'S THE

GARRISON KEILLOR joins the Fox Valley Symphony for a show at the Fox Cities Performing Arts Center,

By Torri Dougherty
Post-Crescant stafl wte
The Fox Valley Symphony
knew it scored & coup when it
booked a performance with
Garrison Keillor of Lake Wobe-
gon and “Prairie Home Com-
panion”
fame.
lfyougo But the
WHAT: A Night witn  impact of
Garison Keillor™ "’“”K’”ﬁ m
WHERE: Fox Cities 1, 41L1OT

and radio
:E'mm"g A personality
onter,downlown e
Appleton Night with
WHEN: Tuesday Garrison

COST: $22.50 to Keillor" re-
$72.50.Tickets are  ally hit

sold out, but call the  home when
PAC boxofficeto tickets for

check for retums. the sym-
INFO: 920-730 phony
3760 or wwwfox  event
citiespac.com. Fors  showed up
taste of Keillor's on cBay.
We

style, see http://
prairiehome.public  have sold
radio.org, out other
S —— concerts
before but
never had a demand beyond the
sellout,” said Marta Weldon,
the symphony’s executive direc-
tor. “To have them sc;
that's a whole new thing.”
Tickets for the Tuesday
event, originally priced at
$22.50 10 $72.50, were going
for $400-plus at one point. Tick

TUESDAY'S PERFORMANCE will be similar to programs Garrison
Keillor has done with other symphonies.

ets went on sale in August and
were sold out by Christmas.

wn our size,” Weldon said.
“It's saying something that he's
coming here to perform with
our orchestra.”

Keillor's wit and the sympho-
niy's music will harmonize at
the event, which will be direct
ed by Phillip Brunelle. Brunelle
is Keillor's music director, and
his friendship with symphony
board member Tom Boldt laid
the groundwork for Keillor's ap-
pearance

Once Boldt convinced his
friend to bring Keillor to the

area, setting a date was a matter
of persistence and logistics.

“We literally worked from
February 2005 to November
2005 to Weldon said.
“We had finally settled on a
date of Feb. 3, 2007, when one
of my stafl members said, ‘Isn't
that the Super Bowl?'
point we called him and luckily
got the Feb. 27 dat

Although the event is sold
out, it’s possible that some tick
ets will be turned in before the
performance and will be avail-
able to the public. If you don't
want to go the online auction
route, Weldon suggests calling

Garrison
Keillor
brings
with him
big
interest
and a big
demand
for

symphony
show

the Performing Arts Center box
office to check on availability

The symphony is in a state of
“excited anticipation” as it pre-
pares for the event, Weldon said.

“I know all our musicians are
working really hard, as they al-
ways do, but because of who he
is there’s that added extra push
to get it right.”

The performance in Apple-
ton will be similar to programs
Keillor has done with sym
phonies such as the New York
Philharmonic. 1t will be interac-
tive, involving both the audi-
ence and the musiciar

It’s not & narration,’ said
Brian Sas, the symphony’s op-
erations and box office manag-
er, “but comic scenarios with
the audience and orchestra.”

The classical repertoire will
include Mendelsson's “Selec-
tions from a Midsummer
Night's Dream” and a piece by
Bill McGlaughlin of National
Public Radio.

Adding a creative lair to the
music will be Keillor's popular
wit, which has a special reso-
nance with Midwestern audi
ences

“1 know we have a huge
group of devotees to ‘Prairie
Home Companion,™ Weldon
said. “He's a fixture in Ameri
can culture.”

Terr Dougherty can be re
100 43, or at 1do
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