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Radio waves

] CHARLOTTE BALCOMB LANE

Garrison Keillor gave
2nd show at reception

aithful listeners of WMFE-FM
(90.7) were treated to a
performance of Gar-
rison Keillor's A Prairie Home
Companion even if they didn't
get to attend last week’s sold-
out performance at Carr Per-
forming Arts Centre. The show
was broadcast at the regular 6
p.m. time slot last Saturday and
repeated the next day.

After the live show, major do-
nors, sponsors and station vol-
unteers were treated to a second
performance by the lanky, be-
spectacled Keillor at a 300-per-
son private reception at the

Centre across the street.

“He must have signed auto-
graphs for an hour,” said Dale
Spear, vice president for pro-
gramming at the public radio
station. “He has this rule that
he never turns down an auto-
graph, so he just kept plugging
away.”

Keillor also gave a speech and
answered questions from fans,
including the big one on the
minds of Lake Wobegon junk-
ies: When are you coming back?

Not for another three years at
least, Keillor said. He and his
large radio ensemble only do
about four traveling shows a
year. Spear said WMFE-FM had
tried to woo A Prairie Home
Companion here for years.

Keillor may not perform offi-
cially but unofficially he’s a reg-
ular in O'do. Grace and John,
Keillor's parents, don't live in
mythical Lake Wobegon but in
Central Florida and are real-life
contributors to WMFE-FM.

“We support the public radio
stations both here and in Min-
nesota,” explained the elder
Mrs. Keillor.

The performance probably
earned about $2500 for the sta-
tion,” said JaWanda Thacker,
WMEFE promotions coordinator.
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among the schmoozers but as
the rule in radio goes: “You'll
have to tune in to find out.”

‘Stardust’ fans love
WHOO's new format

ial hoppers in the 45-and-old-
er age range have been free
with their praise of the new “star-
dust” format at WHOO-AM (990).
Since December, when the sta-
tion began playing the likes of
Frank Sinatra, Perry Como and
Barbra Streisand, with a smat-
tering of Glenn Miller and Neil
Diamond, the station has been
avalanched with fan mail.
“There was a tremendous
void in the Orlando market
when it came to meeting the
needs of the mature market,”
said Sharon Aranda, the sta-
tion’s marketing manager.
The first day after the switch,
the station received 32 letters of
approval.
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Oceasionally, I'll try to answer
questions from readers about
the weightier issues in radio.
Here's the first one.

QUESTION: What can I do
about the foul language and
profanity I hear on the radio?

ANSWER: Unfortunately, not
much, unless you have a tape
recorder handy and the bad
words are uttered between 6
am. and 8 p.m., when there is a
reasonable chance that children
will be in the audience. Lan-
guage that contains sexual or
excretory references is not con-
sidered obscene and is merely
offensive. However, if you want
to document a complaint for in-
vestigation by the Federal Com-
munications Commission, tape
the program or transcribe sig-
nificant portions of it. Include
the date, time and call letters of
the radio station and send the
whole thing to the FCC's Media
Roivosn Folonmont Disi o
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